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Meet Betsy Pratt, Newly 
Elected Education Fund 

Chair 

Betsy	Pratt,	Education	Fund	Chair	
I	am	a	third	generation	League	member,	
following	in	the	footsteps	of	my	grandmother	
and	mother.		My	mother	gave	me	a	
membership	in	1970	when	18‐year‐olds	
were	first	allowed	to	vote	in	Massachusetts.		I	
graduated	from	Mount	Holyoke	College	with	
a	degree	in	urban	studies,	and	I	also	earned	a	
Masters	in	Public	Administration	from	
Syracuse	University.		My	first	real	job	was	in	
Washington,	D.C.,	with	the	Federal	Energy	
Administration,	managing	energy	
conservation	programs.			

During	a	yearlong	special	assignment	with	
the	Minnesota	Department	of	Energy,	I	
started	flying	lessons.		I	met	my	husband,	
Philip	Thor,	when	I	returned	to	the	DC	area	
and	looked	for	a	new	flight	instructor.		Phil	
later	joined	my	agency,	by	then	part	of	the	US	
Department	of	Energy	(DOE),	and	in	1981	we	
moved	to	Portland	to	work	for	the	Bonneville	
Power	Administration,	which	is	also	part	of	
DOE.		I	retired	from	BPA	in	2008,	after	a	
series	of	diverse	jobs,	including	internal	
management	consultant,	library	manager,	
and	facilities	manager.			

Throughout	my	working	career,	I	was	an	
active	League	member,	serving	on	study	
committees	and	on	the	Portland	Board	as	
secretary,	treasurer,	director,	and	vice	
president.		For	10	years,	I	was	on	the	Board	
of	Directors	for	the	Lloyd	District	
Transportation	Management	Association,	an	
outgrowth	of	both	my	BPA	job	and	my	urban	
studies	interest.			

After	retiring,	I	was	elected	president	of	the	
Portland	League	and	just	finished	that	3‐year	
stint.		I	also	began	weekly	cat	care	sessions	at	
the	Oregon	Humane	Society	and	reading	to	
first	and	second	graders	under	the	SMART	

program.		It	has	been	years	since	either	Phil	
or	I	have	piloted	a	plane.		After	Phil	
discovered	woodworking,	and	we	both	
rediscovered	a	love	of	hiking	and	travel,	we	
haven’t	had	the	time.			

As	chair	of	the	LWVOR	Education	Fund,	my	
portfolio,	or	area	of	responsibility,	includes	
voter	service	and	member/community	
education.		We	will	be	focusing	on	the	latter	
during	the	fall	while	we	complete	the	coastal	
study	and	organize	the	newly	approved	study	
of	state	and	local	services	for	children	at	risk.		
We	will	also	be	doing	the	groundwork	for	the	
spring	2012	primary	election.		We	hope	to	
expand	our	use	of	the	on‐line	Voters’	Guide,	
VOTE	411	and	develop	an	improved	format	
for	the	hard	copy	Voters’	Guide.	

However,	for	the	next	6	weeks,	I’m	planning	
to	not	think	about	the	League	at	all.		Phil,	who	
retired	in	March,	and	I	are	taking	an	
exhaustive,	or	maybe	exhausting,	tour	of	
Europe	with	stops	in	Venice,	Nice,	Corsica,	
and	the	Dordogne	area	of	southwest	France.		
Enjoy	your	own	summer	holidays!	

Bylaws Amendments Pass 
at Convention 

Alice	Bartelt	
The	2011	state	convention	passed	a	number	
of	bylaws	amendments.		The	ones	that	will	
have	the	most	impact	on	local	Leagues	will	
allow	more	flexibility	in	selecting	council	and	
convention	delegates	by	not	stipulating	that	
the	president	must	be	one	of	the	delegates.		
Another	amendment	will	allow	the	final	call	
to	convention	to	be	sent	by	e‐mail.		An	online	
copy	of	the	workbook	will	be	available,	but	
members	who	want	a	hardcopy	of	the	
workbook	may	request	one	ahead	of	time	or	
wait	to	receive	it	at	registration.		There	were	
a	number	of	other	amendments	that	were	
housekeeping	in	nature	and	also	one	that	
affected	the	board’s	ability	to	do	business	by	
e‐mail.		The	new	state	bylaws	will	be	posted	
on	the	LWVOR	website	in	the	next	few	weeks.	
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Restudy of  
Children At Risk  

Adopted at Convention 

Karen	Nibler	
The	Governor’s	Initiative	to	establish	an	
Early	Learning	Council	was	the	incentive	to	
restudy	this	1995	position.		The	LWVOR	
Convention	delegates	considered	the	non‐
recommended	update	and	approved	a	
restudy	of	the	1995	Children	at	Risk	Position.		
The	Mental	Health	Services	for	Children	and	
Youth	position	from	1975	is	also	to	be	
included	in	the	new	restudy.		League	
members	who	are	interested	in	joining	the	
study	committee	should	contact	Betsy	Pratt	
(b.pratt@lwvor.org)	or	Karen	Nibler	
(niblerk@comcast.net).	

The	scope	of	the	restudy	will	be	prevention	
programs	and	services	for	children	of	all	
ages.		Over	the	next	two	years	the	state	study	
committee	will	gather	information	from	the	
Early	Learning	Design	Team	and	state	
agencies.		Local	Leagues	will	interview	local	
agencies	and	will	contribute	that	perspective	
to	the	study.		The	current	Children	at	Risk	
position	focuses	on	Teen	Pregnancy	
Prevention	and	Parenting	only.		The	LWVUS	
position	is	broader	but	too	brief.		The	LWVUS	
position	does	not	include	mental	health.	

The	Governor	appointed	the	Early	Learning	
Design	Team,	which	started	meeting	in	
March.		The	Team	has	been	tasked	with	
recommending	a	detailed	action	plan	by	June	
30,	2011.		The	Early	Learning	Council	is	
expected	to	be	established	on	July	1,	2011,	
but	it	will	not	be	ready	to	begin	
implementation	for	another	year.		The	
proposal	includes	the	consolidation	of	all	
services	for	ages	0‐5	under	the	education	
umbrella,	to	assure	that	all	children	are	ready	
to	learn	when	they	enter	Kindergarten.		
Services	include	day	care,	family	
preservation,	mental	health,	early	
intervention,	public	health	and	pre‐school.	

League	members	who	would	like	background	
information	can	access	several	websites	for	
information:			

 Build	Strong	Foundations	for	our	
Youngest	Children,	the	federal	
program,	is	at	
www.buildinitiative.org.		Charles	
Bruner	presents	“A	Framework	for	
State	Leadership	and	Action	in	
Building	the	Components	of	an	Early	
Childhood	System.”	

 The	Early	Learning	Design	Team	
website	is	
www.oregon.gov/GOV/OEIT/EarlyLe
arningDesignTeam.		The	minutes	of	
the	meetings	and	background	
information	presented	to	the	team	is	
filed	according	to	meeting	dates.		The	
Team	started	with	Early	Childhood	
Matters	and	Head	Start	Goals	on	3‐14	
and	the	Early	Childhood	and	Family	
Investment	Transition	Workplan	on	4‐
4.		A	targeted	40%	of	the	0‐5	child	
population	was	identified,	and	
documents	on	Poverty	and	Inequality	
were	reviewed	on	4‐11.	The	National	
Center	for	Children	in	Poverty	Data	
was	introduced	on	4‐25	along	with	
Revenue	Sources	for	the	Early	
Learning	programs.		There	is	also	a	
Birth	to	Five	Literacy	Plan	of	207	
pages.	

 Another	resource	is	the	Annie	E.	Casey	
Foundation	and	KIDS	COUNT	that	has	
published,	“Early	Warning!	Why	
Reading	by	the	End	of	Third	Grade	
Matters.”		The	website	address	is	
www.aecf.org/PUBS/Initiatives/KIDS.					

	

New	Water	Study	Position	
We are pleased to announce the 
adoption of the new LWVOR Water 
Position.  Take a look at 
http://www.lwvor.org/lwvorpositions.h
tm#quality.	
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Where Are Our 
Legislative Archives? 

OR 
GO PAPERLESS - SAVE A TREE 

Paula	Krane,	Government	Access	Chair	
The	latter	title	is	all	over	many	publications.		
Every	bulletin,	announcement	or	utility	bill	
we	receive	has	this	written	on	it	somewhere.			

With	each	new	technological	advance	we	
could	have	trouble	reading	past	documents.	
As	the	Oregon	Legislature	(as	well	as	all	
governmental	bodies,	private	companies,	
schools,	and	almost	any	group	you	can	name)	
has	joined	the	rush	to	go	paperless,	many	
concerns	about	the	process	have	surfaced.				
What	about	all	the	people	who	do	not	have	
computers	or	feel	uncomfortable	around	
them?	Have	these	members	of	the	public	lost	
their	access	to	legislators?		How	are	phone	
calls	and	paper	now	being	handled	at	the	
capitol	by	legislative	and	committee	
administrators?		What	is	happening	to	all	our	
communications	with	the	governor	and	his	
office?			

The	state	archivist	and	local	officials	in	this	
position	assure	me	that	all	official	testimony	
and	meeting	records	are	being	kept.		This	
includes	all	committee	and	floor	records.		
However,	not	all	the	versions	of	a	bill	might	
be	kept	as	it	moves	through	the	Legislature.			

The	Oregon	Legislature	is	following	the	law	
and	keeping	all	the	required	materials	on	
computer	servers	or	back	up	files	and	
updating	as	technology	changes.		But	is	this	
an	illusion	of	digital	permanence?		Archivists	
and	librarians	are	worried	that	maybe	20	or	
30	years	from	now,	historians	or	students	
might	not	be	able	to	read	that	material	–	
some	transfers	of	data	files	might	not	be	
possible.	

Besides	these	long	term	retrieval	concerns,	
many	immediate	concerns	exist.		What	is	
happening	to	all	these	emails,	testimonies,	

and	other	electronic	communications	that	are	
being	sent	to	our	legislators?			What	type	of	
filing	system	is	being	used	and	can	our	
legislators	easily	find	all	the	communications	
concerning	specific	bills	when	it	is	time	for	
them	to	vote?		Or	are	all	these	emails,	etc.,	
just	sitting	somewhere	in	cyberspace	or	on	a	
spare	flash	drive?		This	is	an	immediate	
problem,	but	at	the	same	time,	it	is	long	
reaching.		After	this	session,	where	is	all	this	
electronic	data	going	to	be	filed	so	that	in	the	
future,	Legislatures	and	the	public	can	access	
them?		

By	Oregon	statute,	individual	legislators	do	
not	have	to	keep	any	of	this	after	the	session.		
It	is	not	part	of	the	public	record.		Some	
legislators	generously	donate	all	this	material	
to	a	university	library	or	their	county’s	
museum	archives.		However,	Oregonians	may	
be	losing	a	lot	of	their	history.			

With	each	new	technological	advance	we	
could	have	trouble	reading	past	documents.			
Do	we	need	a	paper	copy	of	everything	
somewhere?		And	where?		This	issue	of	going	
paperless	seems	to	present	more	questions	
than	answers;	however,	the	League	needs	to	
keep	asking	these	questions	until	we	get	
good	answers	or	until	the	technology	is	
sufficiently	advanced	to	cover	all	past	storage	
attempts.		

See	page	11	for	some	suggested	questions	
about	the	League’s	immediate	concerns.		
When	you	see	your	legislators,	it	would	be	
helpful	if	you	sent	me	their	responses.	(Paula	
Krane	kranep@peak.org)		Include	your	name	
and	the	date	of	the	interview.		We	must	also	
keep	asking	questions	about	what	is	
happening	to	all	this	saved	information	on	
their	computers	and	how	concerned	citizens	
will	be	able	to	access	this	information	30	to	
40	years	from	now.			
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Where Are Our Legislative archives: 
 Questions for Legislators

Legislator ____________________________ 

Legislative Administrator ______________ 

 

• How are you acknowledging email concerns? 
• How is your computer filing system organized? 
• Does the Legislator have easy access to all communications for each bill – including 

emails from voters? 
• How can the public access this material? 
• Will you accept any paper communications?  What do you do with written 

communication?   
• How are you handling phone calls, particularly if the calls relate to a specific bill? 
• What are some of your concerns about going paperless? 
• What changes are you advocating or suggesting?  How can we help? 

 

       Your name_____________________ 

       Date of the Interview____________ 



	

League of Women Voters® 

of Oregon 
1330 12th St. SE, Suite 200 
Salem, OR 97302 
503-581-5722; FAX 503-581-9403 
lwvor@lwvor.org; http://www.lwvor.org 
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